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Corporate Overview  
Founded in 2006, Cempra Pharmaceuticals develops 
differentiated antibacterials to address the increasing 
challenge of drug-resistant pathogens. Cempra’s two 
clinical-stage candidates, CEM-101 and TAKSTATM (CEM-
102), address the urgent and increasing need for new 
treatments targeting drug-resistant bacterial infections in the 
hospital and community.  Cempra has leveraged its 
macrolide library of more than 500 compounds to identify 
CEM-101 as well as non-antibacterial candidates to treat 
chronic illnesses such as inflammatory diseases, endocrine 
diseases and gastric motility disorders.   

Antibiotic Resistance and Opportunity  
Antibiotic resistance has been a rising threat to human 
health for several years.  Effectiveness of many antibacterial 
agents has declined worldwide limiting physicians’ options to 
treat serious infections. Adding to the threat is a decline in 
discovery and development of new and novel antibiotics that 
target resistant pathogens by the pharmaceutical industry.   
Antibiotic drug resistance has a significant impact on 
mortality and contributes heavily to healthcare system costs 
worldwide.  The World Health Organization has stated that 
antibiotic resistance is one of the greatest healthcare 
challenges for the future.  Cempra is focused on developing 
solutions to this problem and addressing the future needs of 
patients through development of two novel clinical-stage 
candidates: CEM-101 and TAKSTATM (formerly CEM-102). 
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